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At our March 16, 2021, all pastors meeting, we announced that our churches would be able to 
begin meeting indoors on March 20 or 27 (depending on county) due to reclassification of our 
counties into the Substantial Tier. We received a variety of questions regarding current 
requirements and how this Tier assignment affects our published guidelines. Please see below for 
the questions we received and corresponding guidance.  

1. If our members/church board decides to continue with only virtual service, is this acceptable? 
a. Yes! You are by no means required to hold in-person services, indoors or outdoors. You 

are strongly encouraged to seriously consider holdling online-only or outdoor service, 
as these are much safer options.  

2. What specific guidelines do we follow with the new Substantial Tier? 
a. The guidelines for worship services have not changed with the Tier reassignment. These 

guidelines can be found on our website at 
https://scc.adventist.org/coronavirus/current-scc-guidelines. 

2. Is maximum capacity the number of current attendance, or the total capacity of the church? 
a. Maximum capacity is the total capacity of the room the service is being held in. 

1. How does this affect children and youth programs?  
a. Guidance has not changed in this area. 

2. Why can’t we have kids programs outdoors when they are able to go to school and sports has 
started as well? 

a. We understand that some sports for children have been allowed to resume under 
supervision; however, the California regulations for any religious services are still very 
restrictive as it relates to any youth programming. Given that, the CIC is not allowing 
any separate youth programming at this time.  

3. Sabbath school (SS): 
1. We will be able to have SS (outdoors or indoors)? 

a. Not at this time. 
2. What about if we only do the  SS program with out dividing in classes? 

a. No, this will not be allowed at this time. 
3. Is us not having SS in person a position SCC is taking or is that actually recommended 

by the health department?  
a. This is a recommendation from the SCC CIC based upon research into what 

causes transmission and the extra danger that the participatory nature of 
Sabbath school presents. 

4. Singing: 
a. Is singing inside the church allowed? 

a. No, singing is not allowed indoors or outdoors other than an outdoor praise 
team following the conference guildelines. Congregational singing is still not 
permittted. 

b. Can we sing inside the church with masks and for those already fully vaccinated? 
a. No. 

5. Why are church business and board meetings allowed to take place in person outdoors? 



1535 E. Chevy Chase Drive, Glendale, CA 91206-4107 
818.546.8400 | scc.adventist.org 

 
Page 2 of 2 

 

a. We maintain our recommendation that the best way to hold these meetings is online. 
We have made provision for churches that have a significant need to have these 
meetings in person by allowing outdoor meetings. This should not be frequent, and if 
all protocols are diligently followed, holding these meetings is acceptable. These 
meetings cannot take place indoors at these times due to the dramatically increased 
risk. There is still risk with outdoor meetings, of course, and all attendees must be 
masked and distanced at all times.  

6. How far would the groom and bride be from each other when in fact after the wedding they will 
not be able to practice social distancing health protocols?  

a. Weddings have, since they've started to be allowed outdoors, have allowed the bride 
and groom to be treated as one household as per county guidelines. 

7. Current guidelines state that members of the vulnerable population are discouraged from 
attending in person. Does this change if they have been vaccinated?  

a. Our guidelines do not prohibit members of the vulnerable population from attending. 
These members may make their own decision. Our guidelines simply state that we 
strongly discourage these members from attending in person due to the high risk, and 
this remains our recommendation. 

8. Are pastors still required to wear masks while preaching (indoors or outdoors)? 
a. In all Tiers, the state of California requires that face masks must be worn at all times 

except when working alone in a private office with the door closed or when actively 
eating or drinking. This means that face masks are required to be worn by everyone in 
attendance at all times in an indoor setting, including by the pastor while preaching or 
by praise team singers while singing. In an outdoor setting, face covering would not be 
required to be worn by the pastor while preaching or praise team singers while singing 
only if appropriate distancing is maintained, at least 15 feet from the closest attendee. 
For the pastor and praise team singers in an outdoor setting, masks must be 
immediately reapplied when the singing or preaching is finished. In all situations, the 
congregation must remain properly masked 100% of the time. 

9. What’s the policy on handing out GLOW in neighborhoods and parks right now? 
a. Unfortunately, aerosols and droplets are not the only way the virus spreads. With this 

type of activity, social distancing is not possible, and contact has been made with the 
item that will be shared. This means that this activity is not permitted for the time being. 

Current SCC guidelines can be found here: https://scc.adventist.org/coronavirus/current-scc-guidelines. 
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